[CT findings of post-pneumonectomy patients].
CT findings following pneumonectomy were studied in 28 cases with lung cancer. A total of 53 CT images were evaluated in 13 right pneumonectomy cases and 15 left pneumonectomy patients. The postpneumonectomy pleural space (PS), thoracic space of the operated site (TS) and the thoracic space of the non-operated site (CTS) were measured at 3 slice levels of the brachiocephalic level, subcarinal level and lower pulmonary vein level, using a digital planimeter. There was no significant difference in the TS/CTS ratio, between the right pneumonectomy group and the left pneumonectomy group, but the PS/TS ratio in the left pneumonectomy group was smaller than that in the right pneumonectomy group (p less than 0.01). The PS/TS ratio in both groups and the TS/CTS ratio in the right pneumonectomy group were decreased with time. In the left pneumonectomy group, the TS/CTS ratio was greater in the median sternotomy group that of the posterolateral thoracotomy group (p less than 0.01). Residual pleural effusion was accompanied with a thin circulating lesion along the outer surface. This lesion had been reported as thickening of the parietal pleura, but it could be detected in the case of panpleuropneumonectomized state. Additionally, in some cases, the parietal pleural imaging could be separated from the circulating lesion. So, this structure was thought to be mainly composed of organized effusion. CT images could detect some parts of the episodes in post operated thorax, because of the lack of the information with the sagittal direction. However, the recognition of the common changes and images on CT after the operation might be helpful for the follow-up of the patients.